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North Huron Band Handbook

2013-2014

Purpose

This handbook contains information concerning the rules, policies, and procedures that every North Huron band member and parent should know and fully understand.  An effort has been made to be as thorough as possible, although it is virtually impossible to cover all situations that may arise.  When new situations do arise, Mr. McNabb will decide the best ways to deal with them.  He may at times consult with administrators, faculty, and parents to come up with suggestions.  Updates to this document will be made when deemed necessary.

*******

All rules, policies, and procedures stated here are aligned with the North Huron District student handbook.

The North Huron Band Program

The North Huron Band Program is a complete 6th through 12th grade musical experience that is designed to instill self-discipline, maturity, pride, positive attitude, responsibility, and the highest level of musicianship in each of its members.  

Band Room Rules

1) Food, drinks, and gum not allowed in the band room at any time unless Mr. McNabb agrees to it for a special occasion.

2) Hats are not to be worn in the classroom.

3) Leave cell phone in your hallway locker, turned “off”, or you could end up losing it in class.

4) Take proper care in storing your instruments, and keep the storage cages tidy.

5) Put away anything you get out, and put back anything you move.

6) Do not play other people’s instruments EVER!

7) Never enter the room tardy unless you have a written excuse with you.

8) Please do your part to help keep the band room clean – Items left in the band room will be thrown away!

Rehearsal Procedures

1) Do not miss a rehearsal to do something for another teacher unless you personally get permission to do so by Mr. McNabb ahead of time.

2) Always bring your instrument (2 reeds for clar/saxes) and music to class with you, and be prepared to play your best every day.

3) Warm up in an appropriate manner. (play long tones, practice difficult musical passages, etc.)

4) Do not talk or play your instrument out of turn when the director or someone else is speaking.

5) Have a pencil in your folder at all times to mark your music when necessary.

6) Pay close attention to the director’s comments and make changes to be more successful.

7) Make the best possible tone each time you play.

8) If you have an emergency situation, please leave the room as you need to.

9) Use down time to silently finger difficult passages you may be struggling with.

Attendance/Grading Policy

1.) Attendance and participation at all performances is mandatory and results in a letter performance grade. When a student fails to show up for a performance without a valid excuse, that student’s grade will be lowered, and he/she loses their privilege to go on any band trips for that school year. 


Plain & simple: no performance=no reward.

2.) To obtain an excused absence, a student must bring a signed note from a parent at least TWO WEEKS in advance explaining the reason for the upcoming absence.  Circumstances that will be deemed “excused emergencies” include the following:  serious personal illness, a family emergency/death, and other case-by-case situations authorized by Mr. McNabb and/or Mrs. Kramer.  In this case, a written note is expected upon the first day the student returns to class.

***  Work is NOT a valid excuse for missing a performance.  It is each band member’s 

        obligation to inform his/her employer of mandatory performance dates that he/she  

        must have off well in advance of those dates!

 Point Values for Jr. High & High School Awards:

1)   PERFORMANCE POINTS:

#1 Rating on Band Instrument (Solo) 

6

#1 Rating on Band Instrument (Ensemble) 

5

#2 Rating on Band Instrument (Solo) 

4

#2 Rating on Band Instrument (Ensemble) 

3

#1 Rating on (non-band) Piano (Solo) 

2

#2 Rating on (non-band) Piano (Solo) 

1

(High School) TRI-County Honors Band

6

Honor Band nomination/participation

4

Summer Band Camp




6

Church performance




2

4th of July Summer parade



4

Pep/Marching Band performances (jr. high)

2 

State Lions Band




6

2) SERVICE POINTS:

Polka Fest





2

Every 5 calendars sold



1

· Missing trimesters of class for other reasons than filling graduation requirements will be taken into consideration when awards are being presented.
Marching & Concert Uniform Care

1. When you wear your uniform in public, you must wear ALL of it, including your hat (shako).  

DO NOT step out of the band room (or off the bus) without your COMPLETE uniform on.  (This means ALL buttons buttoned, ALL zippers zippered, etc.)

2. BLACK SHOES & BLACK SOCKS are an essential part of your uniform that MUST be worn at every performance.










3. ALWAYS hang your uniform up neatly (keeping the crease line straight) in its bag when not in use.  

4.   Store your shoes in your band slot, not in your uniform bag!

5. With the exception of small earrings, jewelry is NOT to be worn while in uniform.

6. Make-up should never be worn below the jaw-line when in marching uniform.

7. DO NOT wear sleeveless shirts underneath your marching coat. 

(Those who sit by you will thank you!)  Instead, always wear a T-shirt with short or long sleeves.

8. Hair must be kept up neatly (off the collar) in your marching hat at all times.

Homecoming Parade & Activities

Because the Homecoming parade and football games are REQUIRED for participation grades, the only students exempt from marching those two events are cheerleaders, varsity football players, senior members of the Homecoming Court and any of the representatives elected from the junior, sophomore and/or freshman classes.  This means that everyone else (including organizational officers & class officers) is required to march in the parade and at the game that evening. *       

*Parade/halftime committee members may be exempt.
Band Bleacher Behavior Policy

All school rules & policies apply to the band, even in the bleachers!

1. Arrive at school on time to get dressed and warmed up before each performance.

(In other words, DO NOT BE LATE!!!)

2. ALWAYS be ready to play. (When the band plays, we ALL play… not just a few people!)

3. We will always stay and play for the ENTIRE game, weather permitting.  You will all have the third quarter off to mingle with friends, etc.  You MUST return to the band bleachers with TWO minutes remaining on the scoreboard clock at the end of the third quarter to be ready to play the fight song for the 3rd/4th quarter break.  (Full credit is only issued for staying the entire game.)

4. DO NOT leave the band bleacher area at any time unless you are granted  permission by Mr. McNabb.

5. NO eating or drinking in uniform unless given permission by Mr. McNabb.

(Water is an allowable exception any time.)
6. No non-band people are allowed to sit with the band in our bleachers, except for band alumni.

7. You may have and share blankets and coats in the band bleachers on extra cold nights.

8. You may remove your band hats (shakos) in the bleachers, but the rest of your uniform must be remain on and completely buttoned and zipped up.

9. Do not play while sitting in the stands unless otherwise instructed to do so.

10.  If you damage or soil your uniform, you will be held responsible for the cost of repair, replacement, or dry cleaning.

11. Do not wear jeans under your uniform pants to stay warm.  Instead, wear Under Armor, fleece, or long underwear.

Band Student Trip Savings Accounts

1. Student saving accounts will be maintained by Mr. McNabb as part of one larger, non-interest gaining internal band account through the high school office and Independent Bank in Bad Axe. 

2.   Money earned through student fundraising events, as well as personal deposits, 

will make up each individual’s personal account balance.  Money raised through  band fundraising events shall be designated to be used for student travel with the band ONLY.  If there is any unused balance of this money when the student graduates or leaves band, the balance will be transferred to a younger sibling’s account or back into the general band account.   Any remaining personal deposits, however, will be returned to the student upon leaving the program.

4. Up-to-date student account balances will be posted permanently in the band room so that students will – at any time – know the value of their accounts without having to ask Mr. McNabb for this information.

Band Fundraisers

1.   Mr. McNabb NEVER recommends going door-to-door to sell anything without 

      proper adult supervision.

2. ALL sales will be pre-pay in nature.

3. Checks may ALWAYS be made out to “North Huron Schools” and are the    

      preferred form of payment for any fundraisers.

4. ALWAYS have an adult help the student double-check order totals before  

            handing them in.  The orders and money should be secured in an envelope with 

            the student’s name clearly noted on the front.

5. Students are NEVER required to sell anything for the band program.

*  A simple alternative to fundraising is to put $2.00/week away in a self-maintained account.  By the time a major trip rolls around, there should be plenty of funds accumulated without the need for much other fundraising!

Beginning Band Practice Sheets

To ensure timely progress occurs, each student is required to practice a minimum of 20 minutes/day for each day of the week for a weekly total of 140 minutes.  Credit is be given for up to a maximum of only 30 minutes/day.  (This is done to discourage students from practicing all their time on just two or three days)  Students with totals exceeding 140 minutes will receive extra credit.


Missed practice sheets due to sickness, funerals, or family vacations are excused, provided the student shows an effort to make up the missed practice time on other nights… or if he/she brings me a note explaining the given circumstance.


Some acceptable practice schedules are as follows:
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Each practice sheet MUST BE signed by a parent and the student.  HONESTY is what makes this system work.  Therefore, it is hoped that each parent will teach their child this value by completing this sheet on a weekly basis.  The sheet is to then be turned in on one of the five school days of each week; late papers WILL NOT be accepted. 

Students who do not progress on their instruments due to lack of practice will be switched out of band at year’s end. 

North Huron 6th Beginning Band

Practice Sheet for 2013-2014

Name:_____________________ Due Date:____/____/____

    M
       TU
    W
         T          F
       SAT 
  SUN   TOTAL

            (            (             (           (           (           (             (           


140 minutes per week required minimum

“F” = funeral;  “IR” = instrument repair; “S” = sick; “T” = trip
_____________________

____________________


Student signature



Parent signature

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

North Huron 6th Beginning Band

Practice Sheet for 2013-2014

Name:_____________________ Due Date:____/____/____

    M
       TU
    W
         T          F
       SAT 
  SUN   TOTAL

            (            (             (           (           (           (             (           


140 minutes per week required minimum

“F” = funeral;  “IR” = instrument repair; “S” = sick; “T” = trip
_____________________

____________________


Student signature



Parent signature
2013 – 2014 

North Huron All-Band Calendar

Home FB Game v. Webberville (REQ HS)

                      

  Sat. SEPT 14

Home FB Game v. Caseville (REQ HS)                          


 Fri. SEPT. 20

Home FB Game v. CPS (REQ HS)       (H.C. PARADE)               

 Fri. SEPT. 27

TFOTA High School Honors Band (Rehearsal/Auditions)


    Sat. OCT. 7

Home FB Game v. Akron-Fairgrove (REQ HS)                          

   Fri. OCT. 25

TFOTA High School Honors Band





   Sat. OCT 26

Huron Area Honors Band (7-8) (@ Bad Axe )          
       
     Sat. NOV 9, Sun. NOV 10
6th -12th Winter Band Concert (7:30 pm) (REQ 6th-12th)

   
 Wed. DEC 18

*Tri-County Honors Band (HS)             Thurs. JAN 9 (Mayville), Sat. FEB 1, Sun. FEB 2
7th-12th Grade Solo & Ensemble Festival USA HS

  

  Mon. JAN 27 

7th-12th Grade Band Festival USA HS (REQ 7th-12th)        Tues. MAR 11, Thurs. MAR 13 

6th-12th Spring Band Concert (7:30 pm) (REQ 6th-12th)   

            Wed. MAY 14

Graduation (REQ HS)





       
              Sun. JUNE 1
Practice Rehearsal  (7:00 pm)



          

           Thurs. JULY 3

4th of July Parade (HS)





                Fri. JULY 4
Girls’ basketball  PEP Band Performances:

Boys’ basketball  PEP Band Performances:

                EACH high school band member MUST play in pep band

for at least three of the above listed games as part of his/her 

    2nd trimester performance grade.

North Huron Bands

FREE  School Instrument Usage Form 

for 20____-20____ school year

Student Name _____________________________________________________

Student Address ___________________________________________________

Phone # _________________________________________________________

Instrument________________________________________________________

Make_____________________________________________________________

Serial # ___________________________________________________________

Condition when borrowed ____________________________________________


Comments___________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________

** Note:  Any repair costs for damage caused to the borrowed instrument while in the above named student’s possession will be incurred by the student’s family.

______________________________    _________________________________


Student’s signature




Date 

______________________________    _________________________________


Parent’s signature




Date 

______________________________    _________________________________


Parent’s signature




Date 

______________________________    _________________________________


Director’s signature




Date
